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For over 20 years, Higher  Ground has been
helping give people of all abilities a better life.
With recreation, therapy and continued support, we
bridge the gap between disability and belonging.
All could not be done with out the enduring
support of supporters like you.

With headquarters in Sun Valley, Idaho, and
programs taking place nationally, we help
transform lives across the country. Our programs
over the last fiscal year grew in depth and breadth,
serving new populations using new and better
equipment with more reach than ever before. We
thank you for the support and look forward to
another year of change and growth.
With gratitude,

Kate Dobbie
Executive Director

Innovation | Integrity | Passion 

| Service | Teamwork

VALUES 

Enhancing quality of life through

therapeutic recreation and

education.

MISSION
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Higher Ground Veteran and First Responder Programs

Community Resiliency Units (CRU)

Program Highlights
HG Veteran/FR programs are

100% free to participants and

their supporters

Our 3-year continuum of care

includes following up with

participants to check-in on the

goals they made while at HG

HG Veteran/FR program

participants each receive funds

to purchase recreation

equipment to use at home 

It is our goal to provide the most effective adaptive sports and

therapeutic recreation services to veterans and first responders

confronted with traumatic brain injury (TBI), post-traumatic stress

(PTS), military sexual trauma (MST), and polytrauma through the

use of evidence-based practices and the sustained continuum of

care necessary for a successful reintegration into families and home

communities. It is our organizational mission to enhance quality of

life through therapeutic recreation and education for people of all

abilities.

HG provides week-long and day programs throughout the year for

our veteran and first responder community nationwide. A

fundamental component of the program model is the healing,

restorative power of being in the outdoors in order to unveil a vigor

for life through natural settings and challenges. 

Newer to HG's programming lineup are CRU events serving veterans

and first responders nationwide. CRUs will meet for day or multi-day

events in their local area and are intended to expand Higher

Ground's nationwide reach and impact by championing connection,

well-being, and community among veterans and first responders.
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Higher Ground Adaptive Programs

Program Highlights

MEMBERS ONLY CLUB (MOC) is designed for local adults (post high

school) with cognitive disabilities to get together for a weekly fitness

and socialization opportunities. This program promotes healthy living,

social skills and independence.

THE ADAPTIVE PROGRAM in winter primarily focuses on alpine skiing,

snowboarding, sled hockey, snowshoeing, and Nordic skiing for

individuals with physical and cognitive disabilities. The overall goal of

the program is to provide individual instruction that increases the

participant’s ability to a level where they can enjoy sports at the

highest level of independence. Sport goals are set for individuals in

order to track progress. Those individuals who are ready to push

themselves to the next level have opportunities for more

participation and group activities . The adaptive program continues

to grow and serve more through strategic partnerships.

Whether we are working with our local population of participants with

physical and cognitive disabilities, the students at The Idaho School

for the Deaf and Blind, or our many visitors from around the world,

Higher Ground continues to provide the most up-to-date technologies

and professional services to all who we serve.

EXPANDED RECREATION OPPORTUNITES were added in the past

fiscal year which included adaptive sailing and the use of the new

Tetra ski which can be sued by joystick or mouth control. 

The Adaptive program continues

to serve new populations each

year

In thanks to the Craig H.

Neilsen grant we were able to

serve more people with spinal

cord injuries

The Adaptive program partnered

with 8 organizations including

Challenged Athletes Foundation

and Trout Unlimited
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Higher Ground is Grateful for:

Our Donors

Our Volunteers

You, our donors, are the heart of Higher Ground and your generosity

enables us to provide each of our programs with the professionals,

equipment, and resources we need to effectively serve our diverse

participants. Our collective vision and mission are grand in scope and

efficacious in practice, but would be impossible without you. As Higher

Ground continues to move forward and serve more participants than

ever before, we are increasingly thankful for the ongoing support and

commitment from each of you.

Higher Ground's pulse comes from our dynamic volunteers and the

dedication and love that you put into our programs. Our volunteers

dedicate thousands of program hours to make sure our participants are

out being active. There are not enough words to say "Thank You" for all

the cold mornings that you have spent teaching lessons on Dollar, the

countless hours of office work, the full days at veteran week-long

programs, and your continuous support with events!
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$100,000 and above

$50,000- $99,999

$50,000- $99,999 cont

Our Donors
Without you we couldn't continue to serve those who need it most. We thank

you from the bottom of all of our hearts, your generosity astounds us every

year. Here are the donors that helped keep Higher Ground running last fiscal

year.

The Otis Booth Foundation

The Kendeda Fund

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

Anonymous

Buck and Kitty Jones

Wayne Griffin

Wilbur May Foundation

Confidence Foundation

In-Kind-SVCO

George and June Block Family Foundation

Bob and Ellyn Nelsen

John and Carey Dondero

Carl and Renee Behnke

Chris and Sasha Heinz

Daryl J. Miller

Koret Foundation

The Ambrose Monell Foundation

Craig H. Neilsen Foundation

$10,000- $49,999
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$10,000- $49,999 cont.

The Hennessy Foundation

MJ Elmore

Rick and Kristine Wood

Thomas and Nancy Wall

Marmot Foundation

Tee It Up For the Troops Wanakah

Carter and Karen Cox

Gordon and Vicki Rosenberg

Richard and Penny Weiss

Tru Fragrance

Wattis Dumke Foundation

Horizon Foundation, Inc.

Mitchell and Margot Milias

Sandra Lahaye

Thomas and Diane Smith

Balmes Foundation

Preston and Carolyn Butcher

John and Elaine French

Richard K. and Shirley S. Hemingway 

     Foundation

The Gardner Grout Foundation

Elizabeth McGraw Webster and 

     Maricich-Paen Family Foundation

J.A. and Kathryn Albertson Foundation

Jack and Kingsley Croul

Jamie and Jennifer Forese

Jim and Lisa Mooney

Nike, Inc.

Michael Staskus

Thomas and Joy Mistele

International Skier Fellowship of Rotarians

Michael and Leslie Lanahan

Alan and Lynn White

Douglas King

Victoria Rogers
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$500- $9,999

$10,000- $49,999 cont.

John and Ali Walecka

Durae Scott McDonald Foundation

Carry The Load

Idaho Division of Veteran Services

Leon and Ann Ellis

Brian and Anne Lawler

Adrian Norris

Reid and Amber Sanborn

Anastasia Romo

O'Malley and Ann Miller

Bill and Diane Banta

Bo and Heidi Barrett

Brian Ross

Bruce and Lisa Weihe

Charles and Christina Holloway

Charles Bakaly

Charles Davies

Chris and Katie Poole

Craig and Kathryn Ritchey

Cynthia Hull

Dennis and France Bark

Denzil and Sharon Edge

Diane Kathleen Heigel Bazle

Don and Judy Oliphant

Ed and Susan Cutter

Eric and Kate Dobbie

Erica Tripard

Robert and Faye Davidson

Fred and Jill Vogel

George F. Trummer

Ginessa Stark

Graeme and Norah Bretall

Greg and Jen Oster

Gregory Witter
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$500- $9,999 cont.

James Gray 

James Lindstrom

James McElveen and Jill Brennan 

Jason Pike

Jim and Carol Sue Anawalt

Jody Zarkos

John and Kristine Schumacher

John and Ellen Miller

Kathryn Purwin

Kenneth and Robin Morgan

Kitty Hillman

Lynn Pyle

Dennis Card and Maureen McCanty

Nancy McGinnity

Nicolas and Judy Martin

Nina Matis

Park Gunning

Peter and Betty Gray

Peter and Susi Browne

Ric and Kaylene Anderson

Rich and Gina Kelley

Richard Henning

Robert C. Davidson

Robert Harpster

Rock and Marna Schnabel

Roger Roland

Russell and Carlotta Keely

Ryan Dietz

Steve and Chantal Bennett

Steven Clayton

Suzanne Mork

Thomas Bell

Tim and Candy Johnson

Todd and Julie Baur

Tom and Amanda Morgan

Tom Nelson

Ty and Jen Byington 14



$500- $9,999 cont.

William and Sara J. Barrett

Ron and Mary Brown

Rich and Susan Lindgren

David and Nancy Reimann

James and Gail Ellis

William and Cheryl Hart

George Martin

Gregory Blume 

Jenifer Lafromboise Falcon

John and Carol Bibb

Patricia Boudwin

William Kane

Carlotta Keely

Carolyn Horne

Kathleen Doheny McCoy

Peter and Elaine Adams

Chris Deck

Georganna Weatherholtz

Janet Mourning

Leon Condon

Bill and Nancy Resko

Kristen O'Reilly

Sterling Davis

Frank Solinsky

Renee Vetter

George and Shirley Jagels

Wallace and Nancy Goodwin

Susan Crist

William and Maureen Hollingsworth

William and Sue Gundy

Cameron O'Neill

Michael and Katie Keller

Don and Judy Atkinson

Rudolph Rheinschild

Sandra Webel

Marcia Pillon

Chris and Joanna Pelligreen
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$500- $9,999 cont.

Kathryn Crosson

William Travers

James Westfall

Christopher Zimmerman

Al and Gayle Stevenson

Allen Davis

Ann Morris

Gary and Anne Borman

Candice Crane

William and Carolyn Harper

Chris Clark

Colin Kincaid

Corey Sandoval

Cree and Jennifer Edwards

Damaris Ford

Dan and Mary Clayton

Dave and Trish Wilson

Morley and Deanna Golden

Donn Roberts

Edward McCarthy

Mike Ferguson and Ellen Tracy

Ernie and Judy Getto

Frederick Benners Jr

Gary and Susan Crowe

Ginny Clements

Grant Stevens

Greg and Callie Irvin

William Flanz and Janet Nathanail

Jared Alexander

Jim and Chrissy Field

John Gove and Patsy Huntington

John and Margaret Given

John and Mary Chlebowski

John Maakaron

Justin Brown

Lary and Mary Anne Mielke

Lowry Ewig 16



$500- $9,999 cont.

Michael Mars

Mike Nicolais

Nelson and Pam Bowers

Pete Buck

Reggie Swindle

Robert and Deborah Law

Robert and Patience Ziebarth

Robert and Robin Seastrom

Scott and Ella Brittingham

Steve and Mary Rose

Steve DeGolia

Tashia Morgridge

Tom and Jill Schriber

Tom and Myrna Frankel

Lloyd and Trinka Dyer

Ward and Priscilla Woods

Yegor Kurganov

Jerry and MaryBeth Mitchell

William Plautz

Anton and Anita Garnier

Robert and Cheryl Baker

Travis Rund

Barry and Jennifer Bevers

Bart O'Connor

Benjamin and Nancy Blair

Carol Rees

Eddie and Dawn Safa

Leisa Winters

Don and Lucy Crumrine

Paul Pringle

Rick Smith

Shelley Smart

Brian Haynes

Richard Smooke

Tim Hogan

Anonymous HGNY

George Kirk 17



$500- $9,999 cont.

Neil and Wendi McKenna

Brandon Tucker

Brian and Susan Sindelar

Paul Meadow

Patrick and Deb Stern

Nona Fitzgerald

Erin Rheinschild

Michael and Kristen Spachman

Arnie and Anne Weitz

Bill and Dookie Tingue

James A. Kinder

John and Barbara Lehman

Randy, Kathleen and Dale Luten

Sam Dickey

Sandy Kirk

Stephen Gilman

Walter Griesser

Linda Moore

Patrick Buchanan

Hannah Stauts

Andrew and Jennifer Emerson

Bob and Susan Passovoy

Jim and Susie Croul

Larry and Mary Wangberg

Paul and Sara Petit

Paul and Carol Fremont-Smith

Steffan and Carol Tolles

Willy and Mary Vanbragt

Graeme and Liz Gilfillan

Anonymous 

James and Alison Luckman

Baker Family Fund 

Candida Burnap

Chris McCoy

Hilary Walton

Jocelyn Tenille

Ian and Keri Ferry 18



$500- $9,999 cont.

Marianne Bidart

Peter Breck

Peter and Cheryl Ziegler

Sandor and Teri Szombathy

Sean and Anne Ryan

Stephanie and Jason Child

Peter and Jeannie Vaughn

Susan Flynt

Bill and Jeanne Landreth

Dan and Martine Drackett

Dina Madsen

Donald Nickelson

Doug Hickey

Michael and Mary Colhoun

Michael and Rebecca Neidorf

Jeffrey DeMure

Donald and Erin Taylor

Doug and Laura Burdge

Anthony Perlstein

Kirk Campbell

Admiral John and Barbara Lehman

Alexa Ammon

Alyce Williamson

Anne Marie Dougherty

Bill and Linda Potter

Paul and Chris Stefani

David and Dorrie Marks

Douglas and Merrily Betzold

Glenda Thomas

Jay and Sydney Johnson

Jill Bryson

Jim and Willa McLaughlin

Johan and Kristen Eveland

Mike and Linda Muhonen

Loren Booth

Marc and Sally Onetto

Martin and Sheila McBroom 19



$500- $9,999 cont.

Stephen Wall and Nancy Crandall

Pat Ethridge

Peter and Bonnie Kremer

Phillip and Shelley Belling

Ron and Vicki Currie

Shannon Jordan

Steve and Stephanie Shafran

Stillwater Foundation

Susan Chandler

Temo and Dogdo Arjani

Robert and Elizabeth Reniers

Gary and Linda Vinagre

WalterConn

Scott and Kim Pertel

Michael and Chris Boskin

Terry Perucca

Jay Graham and Eileen Hansen

Bob and Beth Rohe

Facebook Online

Kathy Johnson

Rick and Candace Emsiek

Chris and Jackie Flanigan

Spike and Debbe Booth III

Jeff and Virginia Holloway

Richard and Patricia Bruder

$100-$500

Toby and Aly Eagan

Ashley Novak

B.J. Kirwan Hanna

Bags and Kerry Browkaw

Brenda Powell

Bruce Bickelmann

Bruce, Renee and Eli Kerr

Chris and Penny Leady

Connie Steward

Constance Cox

Carson and Cori Mooney

Corinne Hawk

Dan Roman

Danielle Fulton

Danielle Haskell

Deborah Byersdorfer
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$100-$500 cont.

Diane Bradford

Donald Morehead

Eleanor Reed

Ellen Fastow

Fredda Goldfarb

Greet Hostetler

Gregory Spallas

Guil and Gwen Babcock

Walter Eisank and Hope Hayward

James P and Wendy Jaquet

Jane Arnold

Jane Tillotson

Janet Lowery

Janette Hofmann

Jeff and Amy Rust

Jeff and Erin Pfaeffle

Jim Carkonen

Jim Laski

Joe Krakoski

Joel Leidecker

Joseph Schmoke

Julie Potter

Kathy Rose

Jed and Kristen Dutton

Kristen L. Smith

Kristen Willeumier

Lesley Hambleden

Lilian Wu

Linda Snyder

Logan Ferguson

Marc and Chris Reinemann

Marilyn Riede

Marlene Roll

Maureen Mathews

Michael and Lois Johnston

Monty Heath

Dewey Henning and Nancy Tatum

Nicholas and Judy Martin

Chris and Pam Gammon

Pat Fuller

Patricia Berg

Peter and Holly Andrews

Pirie Grossman

R. L. and Patricia Campbell

Richard and Inez Cardillo

Robert and Leslie Nafie

Ron and Linda Parsons

Ron and Peg Larocca

Samuel and Martha Baker

Sandra Caulkins

Susan Alban

Samuel Conner and Susan Adicoff

Susan Tryon

Mark and Tammy Magney

Thomas J. O'Neill

Tiffany Townsend 21



$100-$500 cont.

Tim and Elizabeth Holt

Timothy and Mia Miller

Tyler Norris

W. D. and Linda Campbell

Alan and Wendy Loehr

William and Marni Porath

William Gilbert

William Valenti

Jeff Day

Robyn Price

Saba Iyob

Adam Schmidt

Elythe Warren

James Thurman

Mike and Laura Mahoney

Matt and Mary Wrysinkski

Sheryl Negash

Jay and Sue Allert

Hazara Price

Steve Wells

Benjamin Breckheimer

Brian Sindelar

Brooks Austin

Carol O'Loughlin

Donald Meder

Elyse Smidinger

Hondo Carpenter

Jed and Kristen Dutton

Joan Sheets

Jory Adamson

Joshua Burnside

Marda Phelps

Matt Morell

Matthew Ferri

Matthew Pagano

Mike Matthews

Robyn Marrelli

Roger and Margaret Gould

Roger Crist

Sally Ryan

Scott Huiskens

Susan Engelmann

T Rex and Ginger Tomlin

Todd Sperber

David Fortner

Hieu Dinh

Kristen Abrams

Brian and Cynthia McCoy

Kingsley and Cynthia Murphy

Gary Strom

Alice Demos

Paul Beckett

Mary Anne Penton

Nabil Khattar
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$100-$500 cont.

Andrew and Christine Walshe

Barbara Bellin

Eddie Poplawski

Jay Cassell

Justin Schug

Matthew Stone

Rosemary Simmons

Shelley Newman

Cary and Mary Johnson

Dave Keir

Charles Hardie

Kathy Smith

Richard Grieder

Roger Dermody

Denise Lopez

Debra Vadalma

Dennis Coleman

Aileen Hadley

Alexandra Ayer

Arthur McIntosh

Coburn and Sherry Haskell

David Poirier

Don and Lucille Cramrine

Eddie and Dawn Safa

Frances Michael

Gary and Lynn Peterson

Hayward Sawyer

James Hook

Jill Brennan

John and Patty Scherer

Julie Firestone

Lolly Greeninger

Mark Pattison

Michael Treshow

Nicholas and Taryn Loehr

Patricia Pedersen

Peggy Dean

Salvador Vasquez

Sam and Marie Cochran

Susan Clough

Teri McKenna

Thomas and Kathleen Hansen

William and Naomi Ellison

William Foote

Matt Runte

Sharon Reid

Shelley McEwan

Alexander McGilvray

James Rund

Peggy Klug

Pam Shaffer

William Burke

John Garbrecht

Max Gordon
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$100-$500 cont.

Mark Nieves

Daniel Smolczyk

Angel Chen

Bob and Bobo Devens

Brent Stevens

Callan Irvin

Carol Sinnott

Charles and Brynn Crowe

Christina Culver

David Maling

Dean Baker

Dick and Patricia Lowry

Gibson Pierre

Gillian Wynn

Helene Gayle

Henry and Emily Hancock

Hope Page

Matt Korcinsky and Jackie Slobada

James Long

Jeff and Nancy Mihalic

Jeffrey and Karen Brown

Jenny Ewig

Jim Mora

John Sofro

John Wong

Kimie Kreidle

Laura Samuels

Lawrence Rothstein

Lee Albright

Mark and Susan Nieves

Mark and Amanda Holdsworth

Marni Burns 

Mary Ann Davidson

Mary Christie

Mary Wilson

Michael Marolt

Nancy Fuller

Nate Isaak

Norman Harrison Buck

Pam Pattison

Pete Gallanis

Peter and Ann Murphy

Rosalie Tornello

Scott Nelson

Susan Lovett

Vince Coby

Virgina Lee Clements

Allen and Weta Mathies

Jack and Susan Humphreville

Abigail Altenburg

Britton and Mary McConnell

Evan McKinney

Francis Lord

Hank and Kim Stern
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$100-$500 cont.

Hunt Tuner

Jan Rund

Mari McStay

Perry Diller

Zac and Sarajane Guevara

Joe Gelman

Joseph and Alison Winter

Lauren Lebel

Roy Lightbody

Chris Ehling

David Scher

Brian and Keri Shroyer

Nishan O. Partamian

Scott Unger

Barrett Mistele

Hugh Hazelquist

Danielle Edelman

Brendan Lynch

Curt Wainwright

James and Joyce Allen

Roy Merrick

Tom Balamaci

V. Shannon and Pamela Clyne

William Gehrke

Mark and Debbie Ellis

Meg Curry

Elsie Gordon

Nathan and Rachel Graeser

Steve Nishibayashi and Mary Dee Hacker

John and Bette Cooper

Kirstin Emerson

William Wallace

Stanford Joseph

David Sias

David Clemons

Tricia Wood
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Together we bridge the gap between disability and belonging.
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EMPOWERING PEOPLE NATIONWIDE
HigherGroundUSA.org

Our 501(c)3 id number is 82-0512146 Follow us at HigherGround_USA


